On the basis of the primary sources of references, the author presents
Meanwhile, such forms of searching for deep meaning are most natural for a tradition of interpetation of religious texts interpretation tradition. Similarly, the Cabbalists, interpreting the text of Torah in a special way, found a great deal of hidden knowledge, names of angels and other secret data.
The attempt to approach the works of V.I. Lenin, the famous atheist and materialist, who wrote his texts in the heat of political action, may be interpreted in two possible ways. Firstly, as claimed by E. Berne, "Every group has a hunger for heroes and tends to glorify primal leaders after their deaths by a process of euhemerization.
These euhemeri are strong influences in making the group meaningful" 5 . Secondly, manipulation component should not be ignored.
*
In regard to theory, the Bolsheviks believed the nationalities question to be secondary and considered it as a part of wider problems, such as agriculture 6 . However, just like the democrats in the 1980-s, in the race for power, they turned to the ethnical periphery for support 7 . As J.V. Stalin said, "had there not been previously oppressed peoples, who had been undermining the rears with their silent sympathy for Russian proletariat, in the rear of Kolchak, Denikin, Wrangel, or Yudenich… we would have never knocked any of those generals down. As we were attacking them, their rears started to fall apart" 8 .
It should be also noted, that many opponents of the Bolsheviks also attempted to bring the ethnic minorities into the fold. In particular, the Caucasian indigenous division was incorporated into the forces led by General L.G. Kornilov "our unreserved recognition of the struggle for freedom of self-determination does not in any way commit us to supporting every demand for national self-determination" 12 .
In the year 1916, in the theses titled "The Socialist Revolution and the Right of Nations to Self-Determination" V.I. Lenin expressed a different point of view: "The socialist revolution may break out … in consequence of any political crisis", and any conflicts should be taken advantage for the purpose of "rousing revolutionary attacks upon the bourgeoisie" 13 . At that, Lenin understood the right of nations to selfdetermination only as "the right to independence in a political sense, the right to free, political secession from the oppressing nation" 14 .
In March 1917, in his article "Against Federalism" J.V. Stalin wrote: "The solution of the national problem must be as practicable as it is radical and final, viz.:
1) This way, the Bolsheviks were ready to sacrifice the integrity of the state for tactical purposes, but not the integrity of the Party. It was supposed that the framework for the new political structure would be the vertical of the Party.
That was the line the Bolsheviks had been working to arrange since the first months of the Soviet power. Along with that, as we will prove later, this approach was combined with admirable political pragmaticism. Assessing the reality in the most rational way, they could sometimes accept significant concessions.
However, those were merely a tactical issue.
As soon as their positions were solidified, the Bolsheviks did not hesitate to get rid of their hapless partners.
The Soviet nationalities' policy of the first years of the Soviet power was not a dogmatic implementation of a theoretically constructed doctrine. Lots of steps were improvised. Some of them turned out to be efficient, others never paid off, and the third required serious correction.
The expression "the Bolsheviks revived the Empire" may be only used as a metaphor.
"Constantinople has to remain in the hands of Our hypothesis is that "Lenin's nationalities'
policy" was a flexible range of tactical techniques aligned with the current social and political situation, the task of maintaining the authority and the general political and economic objectives of the Soviet government.
The first of such tactical techniques were declarations and promises. In this regard, the Bolsheviks were much more successful than their opponents. Even N. Machiavelli advised the Tsar to make more promises. However, the thinker specified, that "a wise lord cannot, nor ought he,
keep faith when such promises may be turned against him, and when the reasons that caused him to promise no longer exist 22 ". Together with that, for Stalin, the federation was a tool, not a purpose. In May 1918, he claimed that in the current historical situation the country needed "strong All-Russian authority that would finally oppress the enemies of socialism and organize a new, communist economy" 86 .
One month before that, in an interview to Pravda newspaper, Stalin expressed an opinion that federalism in Russia was doomed to be a transit point on the way to the future socialist unitarianism 87 .
In practice, the Soviet autonomy system was developed with the method of trial-and-error.
In this regard, the attempt of creating the Tatar 
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The enlightenment of the national minorities happened to be on the borderline between the competences of Narkomnats and Narkompros (Council of People's Commissariat for Education). The Narkomnats departments were doing a great job on establishment and development of national schools. However, this process was often accompanied with a comb-out.
For instance, at Lithuanian schools, "reactionaries and clericalists" were dismissed from teaching.
The fight against the "ideological influence of bourgeoisie" was carried out by the Armenian
Commissariat of Narkomnats 114 .
Along with that, the Narkomnats The word "alien" was pushed out from use;
to replace, the terms of "national minorities", or,
shortly, "natsmen" were introduced. The teaching activists were referred to as "natsional" 117 . The struggle for the purity of mother tongues was combined with a great number of adoptions from the Soviet social-political terminology 118 .
This way, "Lenin's nationalities policy" was not a dogmatic implementation of a theoretically 
